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UM LAW SCHOOL STUDENTS TO MEET
WITH LOCAL BAR ASSOCIATION MEMBERS

+

MISSOULA-Student representatives from the University of Montana School of Law plan to meet with
members of the local bar associations throughout Montana in the coming months to discuss a
variety of issues:

employment of graduating seniors, placement of student interns, the new

student practice rule and scholarship support.
bulletins and
Each year the UM law school sends out/placement questionnaires to all Montana attorneys
and out-of-state alumni of the school to determine employment opportunities for seniors and
to provide better placement services for practicing attorneys in Montana.
Sandra Muckelston, assistant dean of the UM School of Law, explained that this year
the questionnaires and bulletins will be supplemented by student visits.
"The number of replies to the law school poll is well below the number received last
year," Muckelston said.

"Since the response to the annual placement bulletin and question-

naire has been discouraging, we hope these visits will aid in the employment of University
of Montana law students."
Most of the inquiries regarding placement opportunities are not received by the law
school on the Missoula campus until the spring of each academic year.

In the past, the

school has tried to encourage Montana employers to interview graduates early in the year
rather than the month before graduation in the spring.

- more -
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This year 66 UM law seniors will graduate in June.
in Montana.

Most of them will seek employment

Statistics from 1972-75 indicate the demand for graduates from the University

of Montana School of Law has been very high.

Of the 215 students who have graduated since

June 1972, 183 or 85 percent have obtained employment in Montana.
15 percent were employed outside of

~1ontana

by firms and agencies in other states, by the

federal government and in the military service.
law.

The remaining 32 or

A few have gone on to graduate programs in

Most of those obtaining positions out-of-state went to the state of Washington.
Muckelston, who also is the coordinator of placement activities for second-year law

students at UM, said a new student practice rule was adopted in May 1975 by the Montana
Supreme Court which allows students who have completed two-thirds of their legal education
to appear in district court and before the supreme court under the supervision of a
practicing attorney.

Muckelston noted that the new rule should encourage more private

practitioners to employ students since there is now a wider range of tasks they can perform.
"Attorneys evaluating second-year law interns working under the new practice rule
last summer indicated that the students' services were a valuable contribution to their
practices.

The students also had the opportunity to gain experience from exposure to the

practice of law," Muckelston said.
The evaluation results showed that the students performed a variety of tasks, but
the principal focus of student work was in the area of research and writing briefs.
In previous summers student interns have been employed by district judges, c1ty and
county attorneys, public defenders, Montana Legal Services attorneys, sheriffs, pol1ce,
government agencies and private law firms.
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